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went to the polls. The people were called upon to
approve a federal decree passed by the Chambers in
pursuance of the terms of Article 27 of the Constitu-
tion. By that article, " the cantons shall make pro-
vision for elementary education, which must be
adequate, and placed exclusively under the direction
of the civil authority. Such instruction shall be
obligatory, and in the public schools free of charge.
The public schools must be so organised that they
may be frequented by those belonging to all denomi-
nations without prejudice to their freedom of belief
or of conscience. The Confederation shall take such
measures as may seem necessary against cantons who
do not fulfil their obligations in this matter."

Since 1874 no steps have been taken to enable the
Confederation to exercise its right of control over
elementary education. The entire organisation, ad-
ministration, and supervision of the public schools
were left to the cantonal councils, and the pro-
visions of Article 27 as to non-sectarian teach-
ing were nowhere observed. In deference to the
wishes of their citizens, the state had continued
religious teaching within the schools, and in a great
many of the communes of the Catholic cantons
the teachers were members of recognised religious
associations.

Such a state of things seemed intolerable to the
Radical majority in the Federal Assembly. They
envied the laurels gained by Liberalism in other
countries, and, doubtless in obedience to cosmo-
politan Freemasonry, they resolved to make educa-
tion the field for religious warfare. To start the
campaign, they voted an inquiry into the methods